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33 where che minds of the youth 


totally: effeminated; and where there 
2 for manly recreati- 

— and the laws once, 
een, be eftcemed.a ſubject extremely 
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avs been loudly:complainetl of, as be- 
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People of illiberaſ fentiments or dull ſe 


- that Manie maſt be het i 


and the matter has now every appearance 


youth, ſeartely to be permitted the 


ab 
" for me to addrefs 


ſumption of the Game: eee pr 


_ «rention, and ſhould it be ſhown-at the far 
ctime, that this diſcuſſion leads to donfide 
tions of greater importance than either 
. theſe two; it is hoped the man will be 


This . 21 at preſent the w. 
a of. general converſation. Counties 
have been conveened to deliberate : upon it, 
Committees have been appointed by theſes 
meetings to confer. with other counties; 


of becoming an object of univerſal and 
 pablig concern. „ Happy ſhoald A be, did 
I perceive people view it in that light, wic 
the importance of it, in my opinion; e 
ſerves. The amuſement” of hunting, i 
"the rind of many, katries along with it; 
certain idea of idleneſs and diſfipatlon 


ſations, reckon it among the follies 0 


of majority, and altogether — 
Every man at ' a more advanced age. Ti 
proprietors of land, it will be in va 
myſelf in the character 
a ſportſitati, as every argument offered t 
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deriſion. 
laugh at the vanity: of purſuing; perbaf 


But tho theſe Gentlemen ma 


they may poſſeſs ſome taſte for the to 


tiſication therefore of their own appe 
which on this occaſion dentands thei 
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mſcdv pert ls Srila to the pu- 
We, upon a. ſubje& which, as it preſents 
helf to Sim, ſeems. to affect directly the 
and priviledges of individuals, and 
tnſcquentially the political intereſt and in. 
ependency of the country. 

When we examine, the Auer laws ” 
Seotland relating to the Game, we find them 
Fidapted ſolely to the rude manners of otir 
qobuſt and unpoliſhed progenitors: The HY 
penalties enacted to enforce their obſtr- 
unce, diſplay a ſpirit of ſeverity and op- = | 
preſſion totally inconſiſtent with the nature 
of the* tranſgreſſion | prohibited,” and that nu 
hardly” could adnut” 42 an apology in the Gn 701 1 
tartieſt period of the moſt ſavage barba - 1 
fy. The moderate amuſement” of ſhoot- 
Ing, now ſo much in vogue, was regarded 
Y our anceſtors as a ſpecies of poaching, | 
and reproachful to the character of every 
man, who pretended to value himſelf upon 
his fupe tority in the diverſions of the field.” 
To accompany the hounds in the chace, 
and to follow the hawk in the purfuir | of 
the feathered game, were the favourite 
paſtimes of thoſe days. The ' fatigue and 
the danger inſeparable from ſach'exerciſes, | 
recommended them to the fierce and war- = | 
like difpofitions of the people. To pene- 1 
tate the thickeſt wood in n hs 1 ofecution 
of their ſport, and to guide their way thro? 8 5 
the faithleſs ts of our then unculti- 

vated 
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e e was at that time che pt dif 
and glory of ſportſmen. To the vice we 
. Paſſion; in our countrymen. for theſe hat 
rious and dangerous recreations, were o 

ing the ſevere penalties declared by. 
aus upon CIA: 5 ſpecies of g: 

WM Whatever by the Nay, ſuch was th 

| hatred, in the day#'of Queen Mary, to fl 

ue of this engine, that the ſhooting of wild 
beaſts or wild fowl, was diſcharged | unde 

ans. C. 9. pain of death and a ec 
. offender. n 
L PR any: ab this af, off | 


| ne. was 13 = 9 — proc ce c 
Ing upon the non-obſervance of the forme 
_ ſtatutes: By which it was ordained, 
the deſtroyers of game with the gun, ſhouk 
, be. puniſhed only with . the forfeiture off 
F their moveable goods. This ſtatute, not 
withſtanding of its abſurdity, appears u 
bhaye been looked upon for a conſiderable 
due, as not any way repugnant. to reaſan 
-or juſtice. It was particularly ratified and 
confirmed many years after, with the ad 
dition of heavy - penalties, againſt ever 
75 judge - ordinary who neglected to enforce ti 
* execution of it within his juriſdiction; an 
againſt the heretors and pollelors of land 
. * e to e ech or refuſal 
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« Aſtoyer to the” -proper « re; Goh. 
fe as reſided on r FI © 
This extreme attention to the Nen, 
of che Bae, nd this violetic Paben for 
he ſports of the field, were not in thoſ> days | 
ned to the ſubjecta of the realm. © Our 
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bier their favourite Paſtime; and 
beautiful perſecuted captive Queet | 
ived the firſt fatal information of her 
wp gproaching ruin when mounted on horſt 

to 1 the pleaſures of the 
x} Game in this country was origl- 


ene among the regalia of the 
ts from 


6 5 Hence in all modern grants fi 

e are contained clauſes com 
g the right of hunting to tlie 
* But formerly, it was common for 
he * King to reſerve this right, and ſuch 


nds as were granted by the Sovereign © 
bout it, or pertained in property to him- 
A. were called the King's forreſts. . That 
e game within ſuch territories: might be 
et for the Royal paſtime, ' tempor- 
wy keepers were either appointed by his 
Wlajefty, or that office was made the inheri- 
tance of paricular families; or the fotveſts 
fliemſelves were granted in leaſe, under 
(certain limitations, The leges for reſtut are to 
be ſeen, in the Regiam 'Mayeftatem and our 
atts of parliament, They are founded 
ot the principles of do” and of 


| wrheicrany, 


Wionarchs from tlie carlieſt periods, eſtecm- 
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e laws, every perſon wi 


Wor pope of the foreſt, - 
- hviſes and cattie therein, became 6 
2 two thi 
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of che King's reſidence. for. his 0 
. — This thooting: at ene W wihin 25 
; eee game was killed, was by a tcriq 
\' Matute, rendered a point of ava, ae the 
I f eee wial; 
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. within their terrirch 
And in order to render them the more f 1 


. 


4 the recompenee of chair own yig 
Lacs and ſeverity; Nay, ſuch was 
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{potur abun March in hefe % 
be r- ſer vility of parliaments, that a 
independent juriſdiction, was | 

ed ian! favour of thoſe game- to 


eben aun uſe the ſubject deprehended, Is 
were now veſted with the additional 
wers of holding courts, ſummoning j ju- 
ies, and fitting themſelves as judges pon 
! ee oF thoſe unfortunate and ighgrant 
uncle s; by whoſe. ruin and deſtruction | 
thaps!\they had lately been : enriched | 
enebude the hiſtory of thoſe arbitrary Ok d il 
nc — conſtitutions, the power of 1. .c. 139 (WY 
mary and extrajudicial confiſcation, Was 1594. c. a4 
1¹ * upon every baron or other 6:7. c. 1 || 
ded wan who choſe to fave his „ 1 
{ prohibic; killing of his game.. WA 
he thoſe laws muſt be wen mn 
Wopprefive when examined, even in the 
L poſt favourable light; yet, in juſtice to our 
nc it ought to be obſerved that che 
preſervation of the game, was not 
5 only object they had in view. Our 
Antry expoſed in thoſe days to ſudden | 
1 Le- from thñie ji 
5 ff it neceſſary that the youth _ -, 
2 — to > la and hab: WW 
ed to ſatigue. The two exertiſts of 
Hunting and Hawking were reckoned the 
2 for chat quuepole ; every other 
* Was n every 7 
. device 
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ei n fallen upon to kdep them 1 
repiite, and the legiſlature, while ſceminghlgew: 
Attentive to the protection of - the  gamſyn.0 
only, were at the ſame time; under chat e dl 
Jour, making provifion for the praper cdiþn 4 

n of the danch and the ſecurity of t Dat 

kingdom, The ſame e was afteſpt f 
wards employed in the days © f perſecution 

to fibdae che ſpirit of the nation, and t "Be 

complete! the ruin af its libe 5 es 

lt was not to be expected, that enam 

ments fo repugnant to nature and juſtici lheſe 

_ could be long held in pee 1c Thifior 

RS reſs of time oonvinced our forefathe Pen 


n ern The Joſt of a ln, 
vation of life or fortune, pPropet only "i vi 
the moſt ſplendid and illuſtrious eritnes{b 
came ſoon ſhocking to reaſbn and humani 
| When intended co ce obedience t 


A dns 4 — deter ſaitedin ich 
4 the tubs of the offence was ſubſtiented| the 
om or che former abſurd. and ferve f 
Scots Way dbdlated by he legiſlature en Win 
b from every perſon who. made uſe The 
the gun for the deſtruchen of the g # 
IJ ma ani bel Aeration of the ante uu 
—_ 2 | ä | pant 2 
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pe art fe far as. reſpected ties 
piaſt killing with the gun The 7559 B 
" of its being otherways. implics, an . 
dit; 134 Hor, to what. end amerciate. a Perr 
Mn in a pecuniary mulct for 4 tranſgreſſion 

at involyed at the ſame. time FOE the 
nal forfeiture of, bis Ee or the confiſ- 
a ic a.of, his moveab L475" iin 202 ; 
| rags ro; ty LD, W 
Nutes n to the mig it is PE9PEF 50 5 
ark, Shes! it. ce pe appear from AO * 
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rar any. 3 were preerded e to . 
ar freedom of ſport. The queſtion in 
days was not, Who hould. 1 5 15 
—— of killing Game? but, In what. 
manner che Game ſhould be Killed? I 
bey were fair ip | 5 to, 
tions; of the times, and neither Hart N 
vr netted the Game, nor deſtroyed. it with 
gun, every perſon of land-property, | 
jithout diſtinction, might take his diverſion 
here he pleaſed, provided he damaged no c 
orns, in the Party of bus A Aja nor 


je ideas of Es 170 . | 
. ſeams founded in good eas, and ma- 
zal juſtice They. followed the laws of 


= on a by.1 the, con- 
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js: of every. country, which” Forbias 0 
that any one ſhould betake Himſelf to hunt 
my whoſe income was unable to ſupport the 
© expence of the hawks; dogs, and 3 
ſentially requiſite for that paſtime. 
That ſuch were the principles by 
heir opinions were regulated in this mat 
ter, Is. evident from the preamble of one e | 
| et ſtatutes for the preſenvation 
the Game; nay, it does not even appear to 
havelbeen neceſſary that their income ſhould 
confilt entirely of the rents of a landed e. 
he No metter from what it aroſe, if the 
85 m was 15. pen 4 uten, munum 
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man ſhould either hunt or Hawk, who did 

| nor. poſſeſs; ſome; property in land: but ſo 

cCaxefuj Was the legiſlature to preſerve, a8 

| muchas poſlible, the natural right that had 

been. enjoyed in this country, from time 

immemoxial. that the property of as mueh 

ve zr land as à plough could cultivate, "hl 
5 dated a ſufficient qualification. NN 

Ino come to the ſtatute 1686 FP which 

in che laſt. I fhall take notice of, by way of 

Hitch n relation to the Game. Others 
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den wide mr accuracy and eh 
eration Fm have been 
” nnen, e Ne ww 
This is dated the 2h of May 1683. Kk. James 
he preamble” to it ſets forth, That there p- 2+ C. 
a good reaſon to fear an utter decay E 
Game; and that the manly exerciſes of 
ning and having; were in ro! i danger of 
ag votally neglected. Then, after ſpe- 
— Covert — Game laws, 
pixeiprohibirs: 2 all perſons to have or uſt 
ſetting dogs; unleſs he be an heretor f 
gone thouſand pound of valued rent, and 
have the expreſs licence of the maſters or 
the King's Game, within their ſeve 
"bounds, under the pain of five hundred: 
-merks. votiet quotien, in caſe of falke 
„diſcharges all common ſowlers, 
—— — perſons, der, 
e domeſtic ſervants to nöblemen 


r ſuch dogs or guns, and — 
of their perſons for the ſpace of ſix' we h 
4 "Commiſſion is alſo grants" 
ns; appointing them inde 
Wofthe:Gaine-within papicular diſtricts; | 
— ——— 'to'endure” 
— 2 and. alter, util his 4 
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© 4{Maby'things fall to. be w eighed und- 
amiried in the illuſtration af this ſtatuts 
The ſudden alteration it made in the law. 
yl 10 74 and the barefaced- In gar ne 
— +1 509 upon no 7 ů— * 
Barons of this country. The rema 
period in which it paileds : The. diſtracted 
fituation' of Scotland at the time. The an 
 bieffiry and defporic ſpirit it breathes,” - 
on of the Monarch on che chrono 
The &rvility and impoteney of ps 1amer 
The difregard tO juſtioe. The . ee ne 
opprefſion of tlie people in Em Net 
mould the ſingularity of its cc 
Pals d as it diſcovers nr E 1 
Anxiety in the legiſlature to aceompliſh-ſonu 
| | Concealed: purpoſe, different dee 
| | go feeminglyrhad:in vier. 
8 Prior to the publication of ane ad, tn 
F | Barons in North Britain enjoy ed unreſtrainf 
eck tlie freedom-of ſuch = 
feld, as were a le to the manners 0 
the times, and conſiſtent with the laws q 
che land. Shooting, at the date of the ſta h 
tute 1621, wWas neither in faſhion nor uh 
e dds n they period it appears tio: 
ve become more general by degrees; ang 
the number of gentlemen. who gave the p 


t'ut , 
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ere, ener, polled 
au ir poſſeſſion, or 70 make uſe of ſetting 
by bee yerns ec right is conferred up- 
them, nor no ahſolute privilege efta» 
med in their favour. The prohibition 
ctedlf Was as effectual againſt them as againſt any 
> aSherctor of an inferior valuation unleſs the 
Thai er af the game; condeſeended to grant 
one us licence. This was intirely a matter of 
er * their part; and iſ they choſe tp | 
from whim, inſolence, reſen: 
2 0 or ene cauſe, tlie diſappointed 
Sheretar or nobleman was obliged to poeket 
wo n lis affront, no remedy: being provided that 
ſomie could employ for his redreſs -. 
e ob Ven we attentively ſcrutinize the words 
9130 the act, arenen a;deteftable 
5 na - diſtinctic a, oppreſſive to 
. generality-of landholdera, and diſgrace 
the country. Noble 
0 enen genden. heretors of a thauſanii 
— valuation, are to be amerciated in. 
he Kt: Fb krecbanarkin caſe they either have 
nor iin their poſſeſſion. or make uſe of ſetting 
ars UMogs, without a licenee from the maſters 
1 a0 ER But common fowlers,-,and 
de Pre en of the beſt. eſtates; who by ches 
Ugneqtt a 0 px t upon the ſame footing) with fowr 
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n cos —— | this valuation, are ab- 
_—_ ny: diſcharged from keeping a dog. far 
ang eee Lee + 2 
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ufferihg'che' indignity of fix weeks imp 
binnen? „ be whey ric 


wearing 'the'livery of ſueh a one, though 


the maſters of the game might, with i 
punity to himſelf; inſult a gentleman pi 


a. Nay; vas is MI more tmndcon 
uſe fire arms for the protection of him 
| dleſcent to the laſt, perhaps are, e. | 
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No puniſhment is ee againſt 
-domeftics of unlicenced heretors of a thoy 
ſand pound valuation, hunting or keepii 
dogs without their knowledge and allo 
ance. The very circumſtance of a felloy 


gave him no title to ſhoot; was ſufficientt 
protect lim from chaſtiſement; wre l 
-caſe the ſituation of the ſervant was pref 
able to that of the 1 „ Who was * 
eee eee 

e footmar 2 the 
kund pound heretor, though unlicenced! 


prietor, whoſe” income perhaps was th 
times the amount of his maſter's, and « 
ſtroy, to his face, all the game upon his 


able, any of thoſe» menials was intitled 
or lis maſter, while a gentleman equal 
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ablliry, and his'rival'in fortune, was 
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As Shs maſters of the game appointed, 
his ftatute, I ſhall have an opportunity 
erwards of inveſtigating the real and true 
ing of ſuch an inſtitution. Suffice it 
G obſerve here, that ſuch an eſtabliſument 
never known 1 in this country until the 
xceding reign, when Charles II. and-his.1® the 3 
y couneil, appointed ſuch officers; and 
i 0 of his council was verbatim TY 
xd confirmed by James VII. ans the Scat-. 
rparliament, in the year 1685, and com- 
on one I am now endeavouring to ex- 
he office of theſe gentlemen ap- 
| ed of the ſame nature with 
at of the Keepers of his Majeſty's forreſts; 
thole-a in theſe, the fines and penalties 
re giſted them by the King. Their emo» 
plea depended upon their own vigilance. | 
Wd ſeverity; and any degree of: attention. 
their duty led them into violent tempta⸗ 
ins to be guily of injuſtice. and pref. 
Mm 
its I be e ce e aud beuten 
cafioned by bigotry and deſpotiſm, wing 
nmguch Scotland was viſited about the year 
"gry the date of the Privy Council, aſter- 
orffards ratified, as before noticed, by parlia- 
; treſſent, will, to the lateſt. poſterity, draw 
1 , bo: ; of compaſſion from the eyes of the hu- 
lifanfane,: and inflame every breaſt with indig- „ 
I ntion and reſentment. At this period not 
we. OY expedient, eren che moſt aband- 4 
C ; oned 
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ä e flagitibus, Was employed to ki | 
due the minds of the people, and compel 
ſubmiſſion, to the deſpotic meaſures, of the 
W and its adherents; but every ſingh 
act of the legiſlature, and of eme 
| hoy ever ſeemingly remote from the gr 
object i in. view, was by ſome artifice or oth 
made a part of the ſame, item of 2 
on, and faſhioned ſo as to promote Ts 
arbitrary deſigns. The people of th 
try at that time had arms in their Mike 
and no doubt in the days of perſecuiin 
thoſe arms would ſometimes be uſed again 
the authors of their miſeries, and the iny 
ders of their priviledges; but by what df 
vice to get them out of their hands, was 
queſtion not ſo eaſily to be anſwered. 
proclamation from the throne, or the inte 
poſition of parliament for that 1 
too open and pointed to produce obedience 
It was not to be expected that men, whi 
had taken uparms in defence of their r righ 
their religion, and their lives, were peac 
ably to lay them down at the deſire © 
the very perſons who were attempting d 
deſtruction of them all. Some other m 
thod was therefore to be fallen upon le 
calculated to alarm, ſome other pretence d 
covered, by which they might be ſtolen Y;: 
it were, inſtead of being forced from 
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ſul A (bt Habit che Nute of York; to, 
be Shi the management of Scotland was 
Ui then entruſted, by the act of Privy Council 
Yin the 1682, under the cover of a new Game 
aw, an object of no importance to him, and 
gik leis to the lieges at the time, endeavour- 
Fed to conceal his real plan of compleating 
"She diſarmation of the country, already re- 
ug duced, by a train of violence and oppreſ- 
ſion, to a ſtate of abſblute Wade And . 
_ 
James, upon Charles 8 death, (tier 
o the crown in February 1685: and a lit- 
c 1 this then wretched nation, already | 
inting under the cruelties of perſecution, 
yas preſented with the dreadful proſpect * * 
ſuffering all the calamities of a civil war. 
The ae of Argyle, who made his 
ſcape to Holland, after his unjuſt trial for 
he reſervations expreſſed by: him upon tak- 
ng the teſt-oath, and his ſtilt unjuſter con- 
lemnation, had concerted with Monmouth 
Y attempt the reſtoration of their country” 8 
Lolated rights, by an inſurrection in Scot- 
ind, while the other undertook fe: ſame 
Tas in England. 
Argyle accordingly landed in Argyle 
Ire in the beginning of May 1685; and 
s arrival, while it infuſed but a faint glim- 
g of hope into the minds of his de- 
ed countrymen, alarmed. the Sovereign 
2 ad ROY ron: miniſters, who had good 


reaſon, le 
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cello: at any rate, tö fear u vebeliiom'ia 
kingdom where their efuchtieshad tendered 
them deteſtable ; but more eſpecially hen 
under the conduct of a popular nobleman, 
who, himſelf; his eſtate, his family, and in 
hohours, had fallen victims to the TOR 
of atbitrary power. 

Argyle and his party were Won deſbatmd 
arid diſperſed; but, to deprive the people 
of the power of joining the inſſirrection; in 
caſe of its progreſs, the ſame miniſterial ar: 
tifice which had been formerly employed, 
was again brought upon the carpet. Lord 
Aberdeen the Chancellor, and the Marquis 
> Queensberry, the Treaſurer,” both crea: 
tures of the court; and men of ' oppreſliveſ 

principles, were entruſted at this time wich 
the ſole management of Scotland. The {pe 
cCious, but unſeaſonable ſubject of che Game 

law Was, by their direction; iniſiduouſly pro- 
poſetl t to the conſideration of parliament i 
and it was moved With the ſame breath, that 
in order to ſave trouble, and the conſung 
tion of time, then extremely precious, th 
act of the Privy Council ſhould become ati 
act of the legiſlature, and be ſimpliciter con 
firmed and adopted: The propoſal was 
fooner made than it was agreed to. And | 
itrafy” proclamation of the Privy 
Count, \widkourfirthes ex amination, w 
upon the 27th of May 1685, inſtunrancow 1 


te t 
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in a reonld be) expected 88 4 Parliament: 
4 Umpoſed of men, who only the month be? 
an- ebe ſurrender of their rights 
ear the Crown, and declared he 
g abſolute and unlimited in his govert 
nent e and canmoulahle in bis 
ower ?. . £1 SONS $4; £2. . 1134 I | 
GN wes than ltd ienlions this act, in- 
ended in reality to difarm che country, WN 
poſed upon it, under the ſpecious appears 
ce of a law for the preſervation of the 
yed, Pame: A period when ſuch ſubjects of le- 
Lord tion as the laſt were as, unbecoming 
attention of the legiſlature, as they were 
lifferent and unintereſting to the, minds, 
Chpople: at the time: A period when no 
an durſt expreſs; the ſinalleſt diſſatisſction 


e Parliament was nothing but a conven; 
| 3 ſlaves; when Scotland was weeping 
Per the ruin of her liberty and religion, 
Id bleeding under. the wounds of n ; 
Fd-perſccution. /;; 1 heels 14h 
But we will be (till mode er that 
ie Game Was not the real object of this 
L. that it was entirely an engine f 
power, to ſerve ſecondary pur- 
And its, when the following conſiderations are 
Privyſfitended. to, This act, calculated only to 
waffeilitate the intentions of the Court at the 
ou me 5 —— utility or i ance, it not 
"agus ene execution, | without: a 
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t bel d. 
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habe meaſures af the Court, and when 
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to weaken whoſe efforts, for the relief of, his 


EE IY 


moment's delay. The methods 2 
. were ee ere 


ES the. e among 
2 Aberdeen the Chancellor, ani 
the Treaſurer, Were all of then 
of the Court, with whom 1 
had a himſolf during his 9 
in Scotland, while Duke of Lork. | 
of them, too, members of that profligs 
and ſervile aſſize that condemned Argyle 


diſtreſſodt dountrymen, chis proclamation | 
was artfully revived. The tions d 

theſe men were ſuch as required the denun 
ciation of no penalties, to render them 
gilant in:complying with the pleaſure of the 
King, they owed their to rhel 
ſubmiſſion and ſervility, and every elk 
for the miſeries of their country had long 
been ſtrangers to them. But in order t 
render their diligenee the more certain, all 
the moneys ariſing from the contraventio! 

of the act were declared their own ; the 
- were commanded to enforce the obſeryand 
of the proclamation | under pain of t 
King's di the deprivation of th h . 
Fc and the payment of a fing, to l 
the council: _ Their cal 


+ ** Jir 18 [>] 


WEE) 


„itons e continue. only ei 5 
il had the ” Om Ir 

term of their endurance for any period 
Ar by which means not only. 
E offices of maſters of the game, but the 
D was 
| ndere d entirely dependent on their plea- 
| Ml lire... Recalling the former, or allowing 
| em to hecome extinct, Was a xirtualabg- 


Ale 
Lenct 


72 intruſted ſolely, to their care, and theit | 
probation and concurrence was.indifpens 
oh requiſite to render it effectual. Ihe 
| Eten does not appear ever to have 
a recalled ; but the maſters, of the game 
> now all in their graves, and the com- 
on was never renewed. So this act, 
te ſubſiſtence. of which depended upon 

em, muſt be alſo at an end. 
But this unprecedented eſtabliſhment was 
Pot the onhy method employed to compel the 
kme er vation of it; the juriſdiction of the 
on ey ras alſo rendered ſubſervient to the 


heir different departments, were. required 
decide in fayours. of the maſters: of the 
« the e, in all purſuits againſt delinquents fur 
eyanch” contravemion of che act, under che 

of t E. cation of being ſubjected to an in- 
zf th * ion and diſmiſſed from their employ 
to ee ee ew bien hs 
* COM * . u. 22 PF 0 inte, 


lien of the latter, as the execution of it 


ae purpoſe. ;. and the judge - ordinaries, in 


1 


| tpi "halter of the See "Withlie wu 
6 riteries, and commanded to ci! 
b Jultsce in lis on favours Wich all 
| Me difpatch; Such anxious Proviſioty 
| fumelently Indicate the real deſigns of 'the 
pr ic of the lay.” The abſdhite pro 
hibition a all perfons not Ae 
a thouſand pounds valuation, while it wal 
an impudent incroachment'upon' the rig Nt 
of the barons of this country; took its rif 
from the certainty of its being compleath 
2 eileulated to anſwer the ſeeret W 
. the Crown. | 
il Moſt bale ell ay Edinfideriibts fortune 
Wo K from their rank were intitled u 
dave aceefs to the Court, had been. by ch 
: ſtudied attention of the Duke of York \ WI 
bee, and his affabilicy of def Spot 
gained over to his ſide; eng bereß 
the valuation ſo high was a total excluſio 
of almoſt every one he h not abfoſutdg 
depend upon, While every gentleman 
” Aubade ren Was diſcharged on any p 
tence to have fire-arms in their x eſſion 
. either for the ſecurity of their Property, 
. the bt of GU lg: But the! | 
© "tention and addrefs of the ont to gi 
this ſtratagem'its full and compleat effelF* 
appears flill more remarkable, when u 
Following circumſtanee 3 is confidered. . 
is period, there was. 8 ee off 
| NES ee ee until the herital 


: j 
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. * wins e It was the - 
$ nee,” e of Argyll Where 
* . had | bern ſupreins, 
here, the | Kull viewed him id 
pro. derations the Tune prudemtly foreſsw, 
ct e, white k lebt a gan des ef dl 
nens hand, under a certain degree in o- 
r Counties, diſarmed at one ſtrbkt every 
Thi in and tothe?s fon in Argyleſtiire, Mt 
F/ a my we ln 8 15ſt 
Ne every 1 And fodegratied' b 
hoe indignitics, that Argyll in wh 
inpted. to inſpire them with any degree 
cen courage or reſblutien; but their 
| ele deſected before, were, by the revival 
Sod enforoeniefit of this thfidious proclinitt ; | 
Won, funk into a Nate of abſolate "deſpair. 
arms that Noblethan: brought with him 
lere ized immediate ly after his arfval; aH 
bak rendered the nuthbets very inden. 
y pal lrabls; that had it in their power to rake 
eto ed on his nde: But tho* few ' eontd 
lon hirn, warm were the melinations of a- 


* 
10 n 1 br if eld new 
7 | his firvice. | 4 At *> 12x 347 * uv $7 | 
nt Ken n een ame daz 
l. 1 ee, eee baryon ib can 
7 nde g0 7 Was it not plainly a trescherous 


15 5 ite A che . 
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1 purpoſes of perſecution ?.} 
his is not the caſe, it ſurel/ muſt be con 
Feſſed, the abſurdeſt of all laws. If t "yl 
2 game was at all in its view, and, if | this a ; 

—.— Monarch had. ſuch. an appetite, folly, 

power as to long to extend it, for the {; 
df himſelf and his courtiers, die bh Lab | 

of the forreſt; r 

did he not at once annex the Privilege cn 
Willing chem to his, Crown, and a Þ 
among the attributes of his Diadem f 
| on no account could there be any neceſlin ; 
for a law, not only depriving the Barons, 
fe jars ive waar 1 
leges, but declaring at the ſame time, nab 

ſor ever after, they were to be. condemned n 
to the ignominy, eee 11 
of living defenceleſs and. unarmed. ie 
As to the preſent force and authority 5 
this ſtature, little or nothing remains to be 
aid. It was merely at emporary.ſtratagenſ 7 
of the court and its mereenaries to enfarce 
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the meaſures of an arbitrary Monarch: Feng 
wWwowrds will be neceſſary to ſhow that it nc 158 
ver can be applied to the preſent time . 
The rights of the ſubject are now perſectj 4 
underſtood, and ſufficiently, protected from 
all the encroachments of royal. power ;. and bh 
we have a Sovereign on the Throne, whoſeſoe 
principal ambition is to preſerve rhobſy, 
rights, and whoſe notions of prerogative 1 
Khlorbed in his ee for his _ & 


wh aero Game is now A 


ng calculated ſolely to anſwer 
ho eolienled purpoſes" of che act at the 


er i the ſtatute are alſo no more, as 
exiſtence of them depended entirely 


upo their licenve and approbatioo 


The er en who argue for the pre- 
ent authority of 'this law, muſt either ad- 


af. de altogether. They cannot main- 
that thouſand pound valuation is the 
y qualification and title for 'a "perſon 


his poff Meflion, without allowing at the ſame 
ame, that every one who wants tliat valu- 
© Mition,' is liable to be'p niſh 
the ſtatüte. Now, what ſon of abſiirdity 
„ now a days dare to ſhow his face, and 


zen 


7 9 


* , 


As 1 ery Gentleman of land- proper 


let his eſtate be never ſo 2o6rfiderabil; 


it the force of it in every article, or lay 


wing a ſerting dog or fowling-picee in 


| im — 04 were create 2 The exemptions os 


in terms of 


e not qualified, as ridiculdtiſly required, 45 


aubpjected to the confiſcation of his dog amd 


168 gun, and to fix weeks impriſonment, 


ye yen tho* he never had the former in the 
ba feld, or burnt powder 1 in the latter? The 
words of the ſtatute are expreſs, and a 


of ceſſary-to entitle a 


' to 


thouſand pound valuation! is not more ne- 

n to uſe a dog or 
ole 1 gun, than it is to avs them in his poſ- | 
Iſſion: How ſuitable! ſuch notions are to 

le oh e of the preſent times, I leave 
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1 and is yrarthy to e . ble 
Gngs of the one he lives in 70 determing, 
But che belt argument againſt this, act be 
ing permitted to determine the qualification 
- requilite to authariſe any perſon ta ſhoot, i 
the conſtant ; and uniform ſtate. of diſul 
ang, nap-gbſleryance it has remained in: 
maſt ever ſince its, publication. The pat 
aular purpoſe on account of which. it un 
paſſed being fulfilled, its own injuſtice and 
ratiopnality immediately conyinced fis. 
 eeeding generations that it ought to be t. 
garded; no langer, and was altagether in- 
_ bropes in its principles, for a ſtanding lay, 

Many ſtatutes have paſſed ſince the yen 
: | 1685 rolpedting the Game; and ſome de. 
cifions.have.been pronounced as to the pon, 
ex of gentlemen to ſeize the dags and guy 
of perſons unqualified, found hunting ay 
their grounds without their permiſſion. Bu 
in neither one or other is the leaſt notice ty 

ken of the thouſand pound valuation, a 
cquld take a gun in his hand, or have a dog 
in his poſſeſſion, Nay; every act ſubſequem 
to this period, diſcovers a ſtudied attention 
and anxiety to avoid the mention of anf 
particular qualification. Perſons. qualified ip 
dy the law of Scotland, are the words con- a 
ſtantly made uſe, of; but what this particu 
e cation is, Ion, dar r.no 75 
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„e 
bleYahering to the abſurd requiſite of a thaw 
ine and pound, was perceived by the promoters 
t be naß thoſe: different acts, to be a meaſure too 
tionflunjuſt and arbitrary to be allowed. They 
t, i forefaw it would be a total excluſion, to ma- 
iſuſgſay of the moſt deſerving and opulent peo- 
n al ple in the country, while others Who per- 
art aps had little merit but this requiſite, a- 
wa lane, was indulged with itunes And 
andflunceaſonable- preference. 

ur In all the proſecutionscommenced againſt | 
e eommon poachers, by gentlemen - rigarous | 
im- in the preſervation of the Game, no inſtance 
law, ean be produced of this ſtatute ; being: libel 
ven led on, or the penalties it ſpecifics conclud- 
de / ed for, far leſs inflicted. © Fheſe gentlemen 
powrflave not much lenity to ſuch offenders for 
guvyſiithe-moſt part; and it is natural to imagine 
g onifithey-would incline to 1 
Bufſwith as great ſeverity as the law could pe 


. e 


, alte King, declaring a of twenty 
man dungs for the firſt offers: and forty. for . 
 dogſſthe ſecond, for unqualified perſons: having 
went Game in their poſſeſſion, is the one upon 
xtionfluhich they are always proſecuted; and it 

amis believed action Gr the tranſgreſſion of 
lied poa hing would not be ſuftained upon any 
con- ether. Is there any judge, either puny or 
tic R 


15 ; 
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to this hour, ventured to deſine. The | 


a 8 


; of ſix moos ah 1 a 4 F 


ke bern et le ac 1667, was df fe 
ſefed bf! a dog or gun, though he "Had 


| 5 have received his being more than à cen 
ry ago, and ſpent his ays ne r I 
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ben is alive.” The law Has 


unaccountable notions of the law of nature, 


and the other were viohted; and any on 
Who at preſent has effrontery ſufficient i 
contend for its authority, and by ſo doing 


Game the property of the perſon upol 


— * by \perſn uncialifid 


uled none of them to the d. 1 
of” the ane, or the prejudice of 
I believe there is not. 2 — th 
Ans are wow in every man's händ, afl 
they win remain there ſo long as Britiſt 
w 
to what it was before this inſtrument of op 
a preſſion was contrived;” and alb the pI fr 
dert of Land, whoſe" incomes are preſumed 
to afford the expence attending country a 
muſements, have, without diſtinction, beti 
permitted, unchallenged ty enjoy their ra. 


10h 


, creations. © The ſticklers' for che exiſtence 


of this act muſt ſurely have imbibed ver 


and the original rights of mankind. It wart 
the production of an age, when both the po 


appfoves of this infamous deed of the Scott 
Parllament, has great cauſe of lamen tie 
tion ſor his ill-timed birth: He ought" n 


vie Jeffries and with iir rn 
To obtain a law, derkaring al ſorts 0 


Whoſe N RIG it 18 for the 2 ſeems no 
"rhe | . 


N 


0 ee farourke ſcheme of ſome well- mean” L 
i ing. men. Others, with views, leſs upright, | 
id — mant defigning. have alſo GX their | 
” their alliance. Without faying a ** of | 
« the perſpicacity, penetration, or jud gment 
aer che former, we will allow; all due credit | 
A chem, for the innocence of their inten- 

& bons; and Lhope there is ſpirit enough re- 

jp opining in this country to expoſe and to 

1 Fuſtrate the inſidious deſigns of the lat: 
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The principal objects of a new Game 
Law. ought to be, the prevention of every 
of poaching; the ſecuring the rights 
1 individuals intitled to kill Game; and 
he preſervation. of the Game, for the uſe 

amuſement of all perſons really qualiſied. 
Ethe plan of property will anſwer theſe 
wrpoſes, it ought to be adopted: But if. 
place of anſwering, it is totally repug- 
unt to them, I ſee no reaſon why we 
hould have a law crammed down our 
oats, Which in a few years we will re- 
iSroach ourſelves for having conſented to, 
82d wiſh in vain to have repealed. Pro- 
tu erty, at firſt view, 1s a flattering idea; and 
d aye. the abſolute dominion over every 
5 that enters one's particular territo- 
. is a very natural deſire : But this paſ- 
bol . hen properly inquired into, will! 
6 be. Fund, en e e Gar” 55 = 
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riſe from the principles of Guns reaſda. ſi 
of judgment; Before the laws of any ec 
iy, for the protection of the Game, 6. dan 
arrive at any degree of perfection, it is a 
ſolutely neceſſary that every invention ina 
uſe of to deſtroy it ſhould be known: 
prohibited. When there is only one nt 


_ thod of deſtroying it in practice, the ll 
vock, in the power of any poacher to make} 
mult, comparatively ſpeaking, be very il 
- conſiderable, at the ſame tiine that the p 
ſons who employ it are certain, one day o 
other, of being detected and chaſtiſed. =” 
In Scotland, the great deſtruction of thi 

| Game, is owing to that dexterity to Wk 
| people of all ſtations have arrived in makin 
* uſe of the gun. The nieer arts of tae 
enſnaring, by a thouſand different mein 
every ſpecies of Game, has not, on accou 
of the Craleathonity of our law, been Foul 
out and employed. But whenever th 
rules laid down ſor the preſervation of Mer 
ate made fo rigorous and ſevere, that it 
device can poſſibly be uſed, which * 5 
ecution of it diſcovers the offender, 
nature, always remarkably ingenious toll ay 
compliſh the purpoſes of pleaſure-or e nol I 

ment, will invent methods hitherto | 


B fo gester wher 
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1 ö the gun formerly wat, 1 50 e- 
wine in @ great meaſure the moſt Harmleſs 
tiodethployed for the deſtruction of the 
1 7 Fame; and where one covey falls 4 facri- 118 
e's, twenty are ' ruined" by orher pri- 1 
e and ſecret inventions. There is no 118 
refit that will not 1 the + 
ech of this affertion ; and that 3 | 
" ring has become as intricate and -ult +2: lf 
þ be "diſcovered, as it is We de- | 0 
ro Ive. Was game to become property, 5 
wo ded by all the penalties and prohibi- | 
jons imp kr ha law, the ractice . 
poaching, which, in general, 15 5 plowed | = 
ent, with no other view than for di- 1 N 
n win immediately rn a | ſcience, „ 
nd be ſtudied from tlie ; off 
eh tore chan of amuſement.” 5 eve |: pro- 5 _ 
:omniifictor of land to have 1 made Worth his 
oun Wits to trace the report of every gun fired = 


the 


LEI 


p n his eſtate, moſt people vod be ex- N 
of if h " dy attentiye, and many of them inde! 
at iftigable 1 in their reſearches, to diſcover "= 4 


he © * ffors. © Shooting,” of . 1 
aniifould be oon laid afide: And the game | 4+ M 
to 40 ab ould. ſuffer infinitely more than it des | 
tby the uſe of the gun. The hard 
malties contained in the acts again mu- 1 

cſs 4 y and deftrtion; upon people in the ar. 
- {deſtroying che game, ſerve as excellent 4 F 

trations of our js . Xx a 
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venture to 1 ment perm ni 
4 ion, upon the grounds of Any. Adjacen 
hreprzetor- Indeed, this privilege, eye 
When demanded, is ſeldom granted; 
Mot gentlemen, don't chuſe to, male d 
inctions, . except hen particular reaſon 
W. N 
Jaterfere, or particular connecfions can 
ribed as the cauſe, But it is a notorio 
Fach, and uniyerſally acknowledged by tot 
Very, man whole eſtate is ſituated near de 
nulitary 97 that, they ſuffer more ee | 
the art and ingenuity ty of ſnaring, than tt 
| on ud do, were 2 to truſt to che d 
oo len of every ſucceſbve corps, and a0 
them che 0e of taking their ami 
nt without reſtraint. 1 don't apph u 
en of the army: confine it e 
rely. to the, men, under their con gane 
genius for ſp ort in the country wh 
moſt of them are 3 — che 1 
that are enacted. to reſtrain 1, is the 0 
of their all being adepts before they | configs 
- here : and any one of thoſe dextrous fi 7 XR 
rers will catch more game of all Wy 8 
month, than moſt fowlers vill KY} b 
in a yar. at if 
we . of the. Gam 
4. oy preſent is, its being only an object of. 
| Freation and amuſement; but the ſehen 655 
of property. would at once render it 
| many, people an object of patrimonial af 
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eva. lun be ver wereipolſbſt 10 en 
nation för ſport, aud ſeveral, WhO ori- 
| finally were ſo, have become aſterwards ex- 
Ficemely indifferent and careleſs about the 
| preſervation of it. ' Selfiſh conſiderations . 
are commonly the inſeparable companions 
WD advaies in years; and ſuch is the at- 
u ention to a man's preſent intereſt, and his 
;Ftotal forgetfulneſs of pleaſures he formeriy 
elighted in, that a guinea in bis pocket 
a ſixty, often counter-balances' both the 
memory of his own enjoyments that are 
paſt,” and his regard for the preſent avo- 
Jaions and amuſcments of others. 


duration than his youth; and the gratifi- 
ation of the firſt often affords him plea- 
ſure, when the enjoyments of the laſt are 
no. longer in exiſtence. Every man poſ- 
ſellrs to his lateſt hour the ability of con- 
Aſuming, but few, for the ſame length of 
time, retain vigour ſufficient: to ſupport 
ihe fatigue of killing the Game: Theſe 
%o claſſes of men muſt therefore have 
heir ends ſerved, | and their purpoſes ac- 
ompliſhed. Money is the object of the 
one, and a dainty morſel more than 2 — 
Pable the object of both,” ., Their eſtates, ſo 
far as concerns recreation, are become 
| 8 them; but they are Mill capable 
 (upplying. them with what they prinei-- 
ally deſire; eee — * _— 3 
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Ae be Mtgedbed ud the molt-iriflimone 
| Poachers,/ 4s farmers notoriouſly bankrogt 
now are, Wil then bo received as tack. 
men for a riſe of the rent. When a ſtipu 
lated ſum is to he paid, every mechod inuff 
be employed to raiſe it; ſo when: the 
Same is rented, all the arts of poaching bt. 
conie- allowable und if che tnckiman 
cannot find a crop upon his own farm, his 
nl and — will furniſh him with 
methods of ſtealing from his neighbour, 
No man but a poacher could live by ſuch 
a tack; and the privilege of ſueh a fellon 
| bvera fi: acres, will afford him a colopr- 
- uble+ pretence for enen, dhe Whole 
OGame in a county. n te N Kun 
When we cobfider che ef this-jntend 
ed law would have upon the rights of 
people prefently entitled to kill Game, i 
appears, that ſo far from beſtowing upon 
them additional ſecurity, that it has an evi 
_ tent tendency. to "undermine and deſtio 
them. The Barons of this country thaw 
frorh time immemorial been poſſeſt of the 
inconteftible privilege to fallow their 2 
muſement wherever they pleaſed,” either 
upon their on lands, or theſe belonging 
to chers; ſubject, at the fame time, 10 
the legal reſtrictions af not tearching fot 
Game within kept grounds, er getting 
upon the / grbunds of | ethers; © \qridovf 
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dom oo is a ** —— 0 
— oeicher. of theſe, he wight. wan: 
— amuſement over a 
ole «cauintry, without challenge, and 
hout reſtraint. But this privilege; 
jeh our anceſtors; and their polterity 
re/ hitherto enjoyed, would be everlaſ. - 
annſhilated, if the ſcheme of proper — 
wee de creried imp exertion... In 4 
e of the valuable and univerſal free  *Þ 
2" to range a whole country, each indi- 1 
ue would, of courſe, be conſined to thh Þ} 
pyrccincts of his own: partioular = | 
tene e and numberleſſ , gentlemen, I 
can. now com mand Scotland: for tha 
x poſes of their ſport, would then be re- 
to a very few acres that ou 
ds afford them one day's (diverſion. i... 
IL. have already ſaid as much upo n the 
3 1685; as is ſufficient ee its be» 
g thrown in my teeth on the preſent os · 5 
a 129k and e eee perſuaded. that a7 
erly. eonſidered 1 
. — — — a ſimilar tio Þ 
ine; I maintain now the ſame doctrine 3 
did-before, as I have ſeen mo reaſon as yet 
pcenvince me that I was in the wrong. 
I know well, and the gentlemen: who 
the keeneſt to obtain the authority of 
attament to this intended bill. now: alſo 
be: great; uſe that has been made of this ſla : 
bay | wat » and the: e e tl wo 0d of 
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tained; and the prohibitions in it, has be 
- held out zo every proprietor of land ni 


. been could be of any ſervice an 
advantage to heretors legally 1 0 


concurrence and affiftanee to it: That th 
mere debarred at 
of che land, from following their amuls 
ment even upon their own ground, ati 


ed, which their own” induſtry/ or r 5 


in feriors in every; other view! Nay; tha 
they were diſcharge 
upon the lands of their own brother, whil 


ought no doubt to have very powerful i 
fluence, if they were not built upon a rot 
ten foundation and deſtitute of All exi 


= . . uſe both fromthe impoſſibility of adapt ia 
. "M ir to the eee of the duden age, an 


e d in er 98 = Tomei 
minds: of people to this meaſure; The Fo 
ſting authority of this act has been mait 


fled of che 3 valuation. Th 
e been told, that whether the ſchen 


not, it was evidently” the intereſt of e 
heretor of a leſſer valuation, to glve thei 


preſent by the expreſs la 


were obliged to ſubmit to the n 
and oppreſſion of ſeeing the game d 


their tenants: contributed to ſupport, h 0 
the mea neſt domeſtics of people one 
vorn than themſelues, and perhaps th 


d from firing a gut 


his footman was privileged by the law't 
do ſo with impunity; Such argument 


ence in truth. This act is clearly in di 


like wil 
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delle from e and uniform ; 
wattice;that; has taken place in this coun- = 

Ys erer face, a little time after the date 

ns publication. txt Our Government Gnee 

hat period has undergone a happy revolu- 

jon, and this; temporary artiſioe of an ar- 
Witcary reigu muſt remain, like the memo- 
of its authors, diſregarded and deteſt- 

. The liberty of killing game is now. 

eil it was before this act, the priyilege of e- 

| cid proprietor of a landed eſlate, and 
hen they part with this right, or ſuffer it 

obe reſtricted : all men of independent 

. 3 them unworchy ef 

g poſleſſion of any eſtate at all. Weak 

nd inconſiderate minds may; be impoſed 

pon by, the arts, of deſigning; men; but it 
hoped; few will be ſo. totally deprived 

pf foreſight and recollection, as to permit 

dert lee, to be bamboozled out of an 
thelffamunity) Which they preſently enjoy, hy 
„, hade imaginary force of fallacious reaſon- 
a gu, employed to convines them that it is 
- Whilot their on. This law, was originally 
law tiMntrived to diſarm the country, and it is 
amenipaw artfully made uſe of to deceive it in- 
ul ine a ſurrender of its privileges. 
a rot When we conſider the Sn .of 
1 ex property in Scotland, it is amazing 
in dig an chis eee *. to — propoſed, F 


e. 21 Feu, is in the hands.ot A. ew pro- 4 * 


E 8 prietorzę 


— WRAY — wn 99 no 


wn 
Gi ago 


_—— s leaf ten Umes ene 


People of confiderable fortunes. The rh h 


remote wild} barten, and v 


E Aeg err "doſe: hat'/avs! 


Game; and we will find' it th be af 


thoſe exteufive tracts of country; f f 1 


mot for nothing but che purpoſes of Ip 


Huelong to few overgrownt Proprietoro 
And. Theſt immenſe terricorics pay bi 


a triſing proportion of the cxpetice; wh 


TDeompafed to their extent, for the Kipp 


of the kingdom. The load of that falls prij 


<pally upon people of 166 eee d 5 


more valuable poſſeſſiois. This eonſidt 

tion is very material in che preſent queſtibi 

If an heretor of three hundred acrts pays 
or an equal Proportion of the lan 


C 


g 


. with one whole eſtate eonſiſts of 1 20000 


aeres; for what reaſon ſhould the nk 

deprived of any” of che privileges or 

-vantages attending his p z or v 

\. ſhould theft privileges be taken from 

aud given to the laft, Who bbttttbwseg 
more and perhaps leſs than he does ton af 
che maintenance of the publick expenct?" 
This matter muſt be determined by tf 
ſenſe of che country; and all heretors with 
lit diſtinction, the leaft as well as the w 

conſiderable, are intitled to a vote in 

ym Ng rs Tr pn 
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«will: think twice 8 3 n 
* ar + with: them. NE 
ma is country is bred upon eſtates that be- 
Feth Gece acl. to ten or twelve proprietors, 5 
d as the law ſtands, every Gentleman of 
froperty Upon whoſe eſtate this ſpecies 
Sy xg is not to be found, may go in 
0 urſuit of it, if he pleaſes, to theſe barren 
1 eaths, aud after enjoying his ſport. until 
bie is tired, return home to a more cultiva- 
d country :- Should the generality. of heri- 
rs be therefore ſo. left to every ſenſe of 
pr beir own intereſt, and a juſt eſtimation of 
"'th@heir preſent privileges, as to give their 
Honſent to this precipitate alteration of the 
uu, I would wiſh to be informed from 
hat conſiderations they have been prevail- 
land upon to concur in ſo ee a 
Zohneaſure. | 
t Gentlemen poſſeſſed of eſtates | in le. vici- 
r aMnity of towns or villages are certainly not 
ware, what conſequences would follow 
hie them, from the property ſcheme. 
At preſent, the game upon their lands 
aft Airs only from ſuch people, as come there 
without their permiſſion to deſtroy it with 
y djs gun. This very thing of itſelf, is a 
vithort of ſecurity to them, when compared 
molto eee eee, the 
aw was altered. The report of a gun 
T es giyes an alarm, and ſerves as a ſig- 
__— e but if the law was made 
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not venture to make tiſe of this engine, 
arts of ſnating would net only be inti 
duced, as I faid before, but would beet 
__nniverfal; and for the beſt reaſon in «+ 


\zard of detection: And in a village or top 
where perhaps there was only one ſtore 


ber of 
night and day by a thouſand private 


as to take place, the public m_—_— 
be ſwarming with every ſpecies of gan 
| and the eafy method of diſpoſing of | it 1 
towns, would give great encciragenient i 
' -the inhabitants to become poachers, 


N mongſt gentlemen now-a- days, is to in 
creaſe the rent of their eſtates, by layin 
them into 


4 of partridges, goes hand in hand. A ip 
rited improyer therefore, whoſe lands 


moſtly in graſs, inſtead of being reward 


utility to the county, would by this intendtc 
alteration, if he had any inclination | 
Be ſport, be for evet deprived bf the por 
nity of enjoying it. If this is conſiſtent v 
juſtice,, I muſt confeſs inyſelf ignorant ( 


f 
12 that the common. pediple « 


world, becauſe there is a great deal leſß! 


ſhooters, there will ariſe ten times that nu 
people, who will kill l e, 


undiſcoverahle inventions. If this ſchen ut 


The general object of improvement 


graſs ; and every one know 
that the doing of this, and the extirpatio 


as he ought to be for his ſervice and 


* * | Ee ads” bas 
ESP. 


| Fab, T muſt fay that Whatever merit 
may have as improvers, they have very 
le. regard to their own characters, ral 
ivileges they are poſſeſſed of. 
The certain - conſequence 'of property 
would be,” that moft part of people would 


Mates, whoſe buſineſs it would be to keep off 
Foachers, and to find out the arts employ- 
Aby them in the deſtruction of the game. 


| 1 jrofit they would be expoſed to, would of 


che fnares laid by others would ſerve 
ma" ol of inſtruction to them, and what 
with poackers, game-keepers that take to 
fate trade, and tackfmen of the game 
Pen different grounds, the game itſelk 
„kich we are now wanting to preſerve, 
. would be entirely extirpated and deſtroy- 
Jed, I hever knew a game-keeper yet 
* Who was not a poacher, and I maintain 
cat the game on all grounds where dere ſuch 
yeriniine have been appointed, have ſuffered 
more from their treachery and Mages {Aron 
any other 1 way. 
orm I bave never had an opportunity or at- 
tending any of the meetings that have been 


in b  fiderarjon : But, from what I have heard 
ve through JET EI eum ne 


I 


BULL ts ricafiire don't iſe in appt 


We game. Krepers appointed on their e- 


hefe fellow g, from the great temptations 'of 


= become poachers themſelves. De- 8 


. {called to take this matter under their con- 


1 the ide of property, either did not toreſt 


ſupporting, or were led away by the fl 
tering. though at the ent time Liſi 
 jdea,, that eyery thing which touched upot 
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ſportſmen, were among them: And, ext 


properly conſtructed, ſo as to be ſuceſsful 
Iy carried into execution, without their c 


ken into conſideration in the fabrication 
ſuch a law. To make Game the property a 


time, appears as repugnant to nature, as 
4s inconſiſtent with the preſent, law of th 
land, and the rights. of people poſſeſſed d 
landed eſtates. Game was not created i 
vain; nor were the dogs that purſue i it ce 
ed into exiſtence for nothing. If it is na 


= Eg, were 8 not made to hunt bf 


"Tak 


to imagine * Sa who! *** 


* 


the conſequences of the meaſure they w 


their property, ſhould that inſtant becom 
their own. Neither did I hear that an 


r. 


ordinary as it may appear, I maintain, t 


no Game-law can be ſenſibly framed, alte 


pinion being taken. Innumerable caſe 
will occur, which people unacquainte 
with ſport can neither foreſee, nor undei 
ſtand, that are abſolutely neceſſary to be 4; 


ay wo pb, = T2... - 


the pecſon upon whoſe ground it is for-thi 


tural for a hare to run, it is equally agre 
able to nature for dogs to follow her: She 
is gifted with many arts, and no e 5 
ries are preſeribed to the exertion of hei 
ſtrength, in order to provide for her mi 


1 


themſelves 


[ 


IR? 


temſelves ; + they were intended, OY 
doubt, for the amuſement. of man: And 
if fo, no directions can be given, or Jaws 
made; for the regulation of any of them, 
They defy all controul but what ariſes from 
nature and from inſtinct. It may be defined 
omi where a man fhall ſearch for "bis Game 
put where he ſhall fart i it, or to what place 
it ſhall be purſued, ho law can determine. 
tha But the ſupporters of this ſcheme pretend 
„ aſſio a greater degree of wiſdom than Pro- 
jidenee, or at leaſt to counteract his inten- 
ir 0ftions. Game being made property, is 
total and an abſolute prohibition again 
ote@hunting with hounds ; and is pregnant 
1dwith ſuch abſurdity, that it is ſur 
e tamen of ſenſe can ſeriouſly eſpouſe j it 
ounds, upon a burning ſcent, CAN as ga- 
ty Mu be ſtopped in the chace, as; the 
r thilchanges of the moon, or the revolutions of 
0 planets, And what may appear ſtrange | 
o the dull brethren, whoſe voices are 
ed ofinumerous in fayour of this ſcheme, it very 
frequently happens, that the 2 who 
calFallow them are as difficult to be check'd 
s nen their career, 2 the dures they pur- 
Sh But taking it for aaa that hounds 
Inde d thoſe along with them are, to be per- 
f heſfnitted to follow their game here · ever it 
feu goes, it may frequently happen that . 
nt May. de e and killed 44 the ground 


lves 
1 


Af 

4 U 
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e 
* another without the ee or Auch n 
tion of the-owner of the hounds, A ſtrag 
Wing dog may wander into the grounds of; 
_ atiother and ſtart game, or the pack in te. 
„ re conclufibn of a a chace may 
4 d and kill it, in ſpite of every en. 
| A to prevent them: calf 
__ ®'Thehtidable taſte that now pre valls for 
improvement, has likewiſe confiderable iu. 
Hence with'many in making them Tncfine 
{lf wor this meaſure. The preſervation of incl 
= ſures originally ' made at confiderable ex: 
_— Aid Sou to maturity by the great: 
[e care, is an object worthy the attention 
ll. every intprover and Tove of his eountty, 
But it is not lo(eafily to be diſcovered whit 
Advantage would” ariſe to them, if thi 
Propoſed” plan was to receive the authorit 
of Parliament. "All. perlons are alread) 
diſcharged from Ae e in any mann 
of” way, febces aud incloſures,, and, chal 
= r a Penalty abondantiy Lone 
Same was t e, 
} could che "have more? DoS they linagin 
that peop . would be debarred merely 
' "the prolilbitions 11 the law, to follow thal 
diverſion, and an U the purſyit of tlie 
1 — ns y had no maliciqus de 7 
? ngloſures Aa kept grounds are M 
| 3 beats fufficiently p nd Jeet * the law : 2 
1 * fands; and took alarm tliat has bee 
Ltaken-on this accoutit, as If there had bee 


"or 


„* Wha 


no tech te int che _ . 
js entirely without foundations . 

Some people pretend to ſay, Ws mes . 
auxer to the argument uſed againſt prd: 
perty, on account of its being a Nmit ati, 
on upon heritors, as to the terricorids - 
within which they will be impowered to 
BE ſport; ; That no gentleman updn being as 
Jed, would ever refuſe to allow another the 
freedom of hunting, er ſhooting upon his 
oY ound. To ſueh aſſurances however, ne 
man of ſenſe would incline to truſt, The 
introduction of property will bring along 
with it, many ideas never known before 3 
and after a little time, game of every kind - 
will be looked upon in the ſame light; 48 
Wa man's pigeons ot his poultry. And t will | 
be reckoned as ſtrange and irregular, for. a 
uh perſon to aſk the liberty of ſhooting at the 
«bf rſt, as it would be now, if he was £0 ap- 
mW; ply for freedom to deſtroy the laſt. The 
thy uman mind is naturally ſelfiſh, end it is 
__ Þlmoſt impoſſible for a man when he knows 
iS thing co be his own, and declared {9 by 
Yaw, to part with it free of regret: But 
Pois argument is ridiculous it itſelf; for 
here is the ſenſe in giving up a right thats 
Perſon is preſently poſſeſſed of, merely that 
y doing ſo he may be laid under à necef+ . 
re a ty of aſking back the e e 

W 2 ef it, by op * . N 

b. | 1 have 


\ 


FT 48 * Es | 
u have Uready: Laid, That "the! mujr: 
tame is bred upon grounds belonging it 
to a-few people of overgrown e- 
ares; ail, I believe, I may likewiſe main 
. - Win, - vg a vaſt proportion of the land 
Wy 22 ation of partridges is al 
| e hands: Let any man ex: 
7 — different counties in Scotland, 
und he will find, that, in every one of 
them, there are noblemen and gentlemen 
poſſeſſed of landed property that is im 
wenſe, when compared to the g generality 
of eſtates within the fame iftria.. If thels 
Large poſſeſſions were therefore taken off 
the way, or, what is the ſame thing, if the 
Freedoms of ſporting upon them was abt 
_ liſhed, where could the barons of more i 
mited fortune find extent or territory 
| espoble of affording them amuſement? 
They enjoy now unreſtrained the pri: 
1. vilegeof traverſing all the mooriſh, deſolat 
5 poſſeſſions. as well as every acre in countief 
more improven, belonging to thoſe opuleni 
aud extenſiye proprietors: For what pu 
1 poſe then are they to conſent to the depti 
vation of of this immunity? What conſider 
ation arc they to recelye, either in point o 
honour or profit for their ſubmiſſion an 
vomplaiſance? As to the latter, it is a di 
ee te mention it, and be muſt not on] 
I 5 a mercenary, but a, profligate wretel 
Se? 3 > on account would bring a ſta 


_ >" , upo 
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tar 


K qua the hae 4 ry —— Fr 
ne ght, that his father hefore bim and a/ per: 
ain: a ene had enjoyed: and that w 


ach 
* writy;. Ni it not been infringed; through 


his want of ſpirit, and his puſiltanimit : 


people chat will plainly reap the advantage 


no way: affect their preſent ſituation? Or 


othets:wan't incline-to give: an anſwer 
Four parts of Scatland are already the 


mem by abe the legiſlature, f entailing to 
perpetuity, every new purchaſe in heir 


' exertion; of this power, are circumſtances, 
{that while they, afford ſubjects of ſpecula : 


have | already produccd very conſiderable 
dedts, .and will before any very dillant. 


vpe Ie, te nal wor La a 
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bocg/tranſinitted; inviolate/to his pale - 


But to whom are they to make this veſig- 
bation of their prividedges? Who are the 


of this 1, judged alteration in the lawt - 
n eodound to the benefit of che ger 
neralizy- of-heritors in Scotland? Does it 7 


will it ;conttibuce to their future indepen- 
dence? Theſe are queſtions to Which ſome 
of the abettors of property cannot; and 


property of one particular body e men- 
7 The immenſr and irapid | acquititions; they 

Shave made of late years, and are fill ma; 
king to their eſtates, ' he power given ta 


Ifemilies,/ and their conſtant and uniform 


| _ tp the minds of thoughtful. men, 


before made coofiderableiprojreſs in laß f 


dens favbonte pa 
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-— Hasdseiſt :h6Jodgal 
the pe Dy i th 
they ure filly-acquaineed WN ute 
unportende it 1s off ia a ah Bertakiiinys 
enher of ambitibn br of intgreſt. Its vw +14 
_ © Shrely"then'ir is ungeceſſuryt te throf 
more weight/intoa'fale that i o verlbaded 
Already, Why beſtbw pom unh 'Her'ofif 
men an addition ef ſtremgthy when they 
are alf eady more powerful than id onfifleß 
_ with your intereſt? What Prücdent mat 
- would*{opply an inftrument for demoliſh. 
ing his on houſe, to the perſon who kid 


plity it's founddfion?y 10 1d 5:77 70 
Meſt people ar dne peridd: of their lives 
| hive pleaſure ir the diverſions vfqhe! fidld, 
andwfale their taſte/ and-ability foroſport}, 
continves; thirpalliantis' as vicletivif wot 
more, thin'"meſt* other de fes T 
_ Expotive kid out witheutin Frdüdgez rand 
the ers encountered witkdut d fear iu 
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